INTRODUCTION

In recent years, we have witnessed a renewed gttémethe
thought of Thomas Aquinas. This issue Afiuario Filoséfico
presents the present-day status of Thomism viae thmajor
thematic areas: Thomistic institutions, the currestate of
research, and the editing and linguistic analys&quinas works.
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In its 750 years of existence, Thomism has liveduph high
and low points in parallel with the institutionsatlgave it birth: the
university and the Church. Very influential fromethime of its
origins up through the mid f7century, Thomism later suffered
from the decadence of the universities, and of Suholastic
philosophy which made the university its home. Ehfellowed a
slow process of recuperation in ecclesiasticalesrduring the 18
century, which a century later culminated in Thamigeceiving
the official support of the Holy See. The resultiagnphasis on
forming Catholics in the thought of St. Thomas vi@kwed by a
notable prestige and influence of Catholic intallats in the first
half of the 28 century. In this way, an interest in Thomas Agsina
was transmitted to the academic arena, where Tmoroame to
constitute one of the most vigorous philosophicatents between
the years of 1930 and 1960, approximately. The artis stage,
in academic circles, was a result of a certainpacdy to renew
the topics of discussion and the manner of confignproblems;
this stagnation was first evident in the prevaleoteeiteration in
Thomistic research, and later in a loss of intere§thomism and
its marginalization in the scholarly world. At tesame time, in the
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ecclesiastical realm, the open crisis that the Ehaxperienced
during the 60’'s diluted the intellectual inspiratiof Thomism in
many Church institutions.

Now that nearly half a century has passed, we aeing a
renewed interest in Thomas Aquinas. It will be sidht to cite a
few recent examples:

In recent years, the number of publications eelato
Thomism has increased notably, growing from arog6d
to nearly 1000 annualy

New specialized journals have been founded, amdirue
to appear, such d3octor Angelicusn Germanye-aquinas
in Spain, Aquinatein Brazil, Tomismo essenziai@ lItaly,
and Jaarboek Thomas Instituut te Utrechin the
Netherlands.

New collections of books with a strong Thomistiduence
are appearing, such Bensamiento Medieval y Renacentista
in PamplonaOpere di S. Tommaso in italiano Bologna,
Opere di Cornelio Fabrdn Rome,Radical Orthodoxyin
London, Doctor Humanitatis in the NetherlandsSaint
Thomas et les thomistéis Paris, andThomas Aguinas in
Translationin Washington.

Through the influence of theSocieta Internazionale
Tommaso d’Aquinonew Thomistic academic societies have
been recently founded in Germany, the Czech Republi
Spain, the Netherlands, Hungary, Ireland, Iltalythlania,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Switzerland, Argenti@hile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, thé&ddn
States, Uruguay, Venezuela, etc.

A number of vigorous new intellectual movemenmtspired
by Thomism have arisen, including, among otherslytic

1. Cf. R. NGARDIA, Thomas Aquinas International Bibliography 1977-
199Q Philosophy Documentation Center, Bowling Green §h1993, and the
annual bibliography published since 2001 in therjauDoctor Angelicusof
Cologne.
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Thomisn?, Radical Orthodoxy, and the so-called New
Natural Law Theor:

* In addition, some of the most significant landksam the
application of information technologies within the
Humanities have been related to Thomism, such as th
monumental databaséndex Thomistics a pioneering
project in its field.

We are witnessing, in fact, a new stage of vigahivia great
current of philosophy, which has remained alive amtuential
over its seven centuries of history.

In this special issue &nuario Filosoficowe wish to contribute
to the body of knowledge about contemporary Thomi$mrefore,
we have adopted a wider perspective than that wikitpical in
this kind of publication. Normally, a journal wilpresent the
current state of a school of thought, by meansrbfles which
discuss the main lines of research or the intempoets which are
the most novel or most influential. But the curretatte of a school
of philosophy cannot be limited to these centragsgions, but also
must include, among other aspects, the activitiglsnaission of the
most representative institutions, critical editimfgexts, and —in
recent years— the application of information tedbgs. This
was the perspective adopted for the congres®anorama of
Current Research on Thomas Aquinaeld at the University of

2. See e.g. B.\ITH (ed.), “Analytical Thomism”The Monist80/4 (1997),
pp. 485-623; C. RTERSON M. S. PUGH (eds.),Analytical Thomism: Traditions
in Dialogue Ashgate, Aldershot-Burlington, 2006.

3. See e.gA. PABST; O. T. VENARD, Radical Orthodoxy. Pour une
révolution théologiqueAd Solem, Genéve, 2004, 159 pp.

4. See e.g. SDAvIS, “Doing What Comes Naturally: Recent Work on
Thomas Aquinas and the New Natural Law TheoRgligion 31 (2001), pp.
407-433; S. F.PARSONS “Concerning Natural Law: The Turn in American
Aquinas Scholarship”, in FKERR (ed.), Contemplating Aquinas: On the
Varieties of InterpretationSCM Press, London, 2003, pp. 163-184.

5 R.BUSA, Index ThomisticysFrommann-Holzboog, Stuttgart, 1974-1980,
49 vol. Its last edition, by E. Bernot and E. Alarcds available online at
http://www.corpusthomisticum.org/it/
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Navarra from April 25 through 27 of 2005. We inadubiere the
English texts of the principal papers presentatietongress (with
one exception that we will mention later).

The first two articles discuss the most widely uefhtial
Thomistic institutions.Fr. Abelardo Lobatr, President Emeritus
of the Pontifical Roman Academy of St. Thomas Aqsimrites
about the past and present of this institution.EDrique Martinez,
General Secretary of the International Society lodrias Aquinas,
describes its character and history.

The following contributions deal with the currentage of
Thomistic research in four large topical areas: tusiorical and
two sistematic. Dr. David Berger, Director of ther@®an journal
Doctor Angelicus describes the interpretations which Thomism
has received throughout its history. Dr. Enriquardén, editor of
the Corpus Thomisticum presents the principal advances in
historical research concerning Thomas Aquinas.Awel Luis
Gonzalez, Chair in Metaphysics at the University Ndivarra,
provides an overview of the diverse contemporatgrpretations
of St. Thomas’'s Metaphysics. Finally, Fr. Leo Jddf s.v.d.
highlights the principal aspects of Thomistic eshand discusses
its contemporary relevance.

The third group of contributions have to do witle tinguistic
analysis and the critical editions of the Thomistarpus. During
the aforementioned congress, Fr. Roberto Busa 8Jided a
lively description of the history and objectives tfe Index
ThomisticusDue to the lack of a corresponding written texid
with the express permission of Dr. Luigi Dadda, vesre included
in its place an article signed by Dadda and otlwabie Italian
researchers concerning the scientific legacy oBEsa.

Continuing in this third group of contributions, .Cdohn Boyle,
of the University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, Minn@gpeditor of the
Lectura Romanathe latest major unpublished work attributed to
St. Thomas, presents the history of this text alewvith the
arguments supporting its Thomistic authorship. Bmna Fr.
Adriano Oliva, President of the Leonine Commissibescribes the
Commission’s history and current projects.
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We wish to express our special gratitude for thsistance to
Mr. Erik Norvelle, who was in charge of the Englishnslations,
and to Ms. Maria Jesus Nicolay, who formatted thgtst In
addition, we are profoundly grateful to those itusions which
collaborated in the organization of the congresselfit the
Fundacion Tomas de Aquino, the Instituto Sto. Torolsthe
Fundacion Balmesiana, the Societa CAEL and the Dapat of
Philosophy of the University of Navarra.
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